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Vitkovice v KrkonoSich, Semily dist., Liberec Region

Mountain cabin ‘Kotelska’

(from 16807 to 1910)

The remains of the ‘Kotelska’' (Kdsselbaude) mountain cabin (in German Baude) and its environs represent a typical
example of a specific form of the KrkonoSe Mts. (Giant Mts.) economy called ‘mountain cabin farming’
(Baudenwirtschaft). This practice was introduced to the region by woodcutters from the Alps in the late 17th
century. The essence of mountain cabin farming was seasonal hay production and summer grazing of livestock used
for the production of meat, milk, butter and cheese. The ‘Kotelska” mountain cabin was built on the place of its
earlier predecessor in 1748 and kept up to about 50 cows. In the second half of the 19th century, as a consequence
of economic changes, it was partly demolished and the rest became a gamekeeper s lodge. It burned down in 1910
and was never rebuilt.

References: Mencik 1899; Lokvenc 1996, 2001, 2007.

Navigation points: N 50°44'33.97", E 15°32'40.40".

Map notes: A - cowsheds; B - east residential wing; C - ramp for hay transportation; D - water channel; E - west
residential wing; F - corridor in the foundation walls, probably a small cellar; G - entrance; H - latrine; ] - chapel
foundations; K - probable location of an earlier hut of the 17th century dating; L - meadow with paths; M - location
of the main cabin built in 1748.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/vitkovice_sm_kotelska_bouda
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Site plan.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/vitkovice_sm_kotelska_bouda
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Kotelné boudy settlement on the Stabile Cadastre map from 1842.

After archivnimapy.cuzk.cz.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/vitkovice_sm_kotelska_bouda
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Preserved masonry of the Kotelska shelter.
Photo Z. KaCerova, 2014.

Remains of grass meadow under the hut.
Photo D. Dreslerova, 2013.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/vitkovice_sm_kotelska_bouda
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Collapsed vault of a cellar beneath the oven in the western residential wing.
Photo D. Dreslerova, 2013.

Jednou z nejvjznamnéjich bud harrachovského budaiho hospodéstsi byla Kotelad bouda. (Kresba okolo
r. 1858

Kotelna shelter on a drawing from mid-19th century.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/vitkovice_sm_kotelska_bouda



