
Roztoky u Prahy, Prague-West dist., Central Bohemian Region

Early Medieval settlement site and its surroundings

(6th–7th cent.)
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An extraordinarily extensive Early Medieval settlement situated in a region rich in archaeological sites and a long

tradition of archaeological research since the 19th century. The settlement at the base of the Moldau (Vltava) River

valley was occupied from the 6th to the 7th century AD. Excavations here have led to the discovery of several

hundred dwellings (a total number of about one thousand may be assumed), primarily pit houses with massive

stone ovens. The very location of this settlement is puzzling because until the 19th century there was no route on

the river bank towards the south, and the middle and southern parts of the site were uninhabited prior and after

this settlement episode. According to archaeological estimations, up to 500 residents could have lived at the site at a

single time. It seems probable that the settlement had two parts. The first, to the north, may have belonged to a

common agricultural community, whereas the central and southern parts of the site may have been occupied by a

group of specialised producers and traders. Unfortunately, little direct evidence for the character of the assumed

production and/or trade has been found so far. A railway and a road are built over the site today. In the woods

above the site, prehistoric burial mounds were excavated in the 19th century, but their precise location is lost today.

Along the present-day hiking path there is concentration of Early Modern hollow ways and ruins of buildings of the

19th century. 

References: Kuna – Profantová a kol. 2005; Kuna a kol. 2013.

Navigation points: N 50°09'18.70", E 14°23'45.06"; N 50°08'46.38", E 14°23'17.25"; N 50°08'47.44", E 14°23'48.12"

(the most densely occupied area of the settlement, today under the railway line).

Map notes: A – ruins of tourist restaurant of the 19th century; B – former sandpit; C – ‘Anglický park’ (‘English Park’);

D – a path leading to the most densely occupied area of the Early Medieval settlement (any reliable dating of the

path is, however, impossible).

Archaelogical Atlas Of Bohemia – site

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/roztoky_pz_sidliste

page 3 of 9



Access map / site plan.

After Kuna et al. 2014.
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Site during archaeological excavations. Hillfort 'Zámka' in Prague-Bohnice in on the opposite bank of the river.

Photo M. Gojda, 2006.

Archaeological field works on the road  relocation.

Photo M. Kuna, 2006.
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Archaeological field works on the road  relocation.

Photo M. Kuna, 2006.

Early Medieval house after the excavations.

Photo M. Kuna, 2006.
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Stone oven in an Early Medieval house.

Photo M. Kuna, 2006.

Stone oven in an Early Medieval house during field documentation.

Photo M. Kuna, 2006.
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A vessel of the Culture with the Prague-pottery type.

Photo L. Svobodová, 2007.

Antler comb of the Culture with Prague-type pottery from the site of Roztoky.
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Early Medieval pit with two millstones - quernstones.

Photo M. Kuna, 2006.
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