
Prachatice, Prachatice dist., South Bohemian Region

‘Gold Trail’, a Medieval and Early Modern trade route

(10th–17th cent.)

Relics of the ‘Gold Trail’, an important trade route in the Middle Ages and the Early Modern Period. Although the

name ‘Gold Trail’ first appeared in the 16th century, the route was in operation as early as in the 10th century, and

similar routes were even used in prehistoric times. The main trade article was salt, which was transported from

Passau to south Bohemia. The operation of the trail was therefore limited following the Thirty Years´ War, when the

Habsburgs gave preference to salt from Austria. The oldest section of the trail is the Prachatice branch; its remains

situated on the slopes of Mt Libín and Mt Černá belong to the best preserved and accessible parts.

References: Kubů – Zavřel 1995, 2001, 2007. 

Navigation points: N 48°59'41.39", E 13°59'18.34".

Map notes: A – steep (eastern) part of hollow ways; B – western part of hollow ways; C – area with a particularly

deep hollow way.

Archaelogical Atlas Of Bohemia – site

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/prachatice_pt_zlata_stezka
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Access map / site plan.

After Kuna et al. 2014.
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Hollow ways of the Golden Trail.

Photo M. Langová, 2014.

A horse shoe found in the area of Gold Trail.

After Kubů – Zavřel 2007.
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