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Habrlvka, Blansko distr., Southern Moravia Region
Byci skala Cave

(from 1000 BC to the present)

The Byci skala Cave in the Moravian Karst represents the oldest archaeological cave site in Moravia. The remains of
the settlements, stretching from the Palaeolithic to the Early Iron Age, have been discovered since the mid-19th
century. The famous bronze statuette of a bull, two large cremation grounds with the remains of 40 people, some
animal bones and a number of unique finds (ceramic and bronze vessels, iron weapons, decorative items of gold
and bronze, thousands of glass and amber beads or the unique remains of three or four chariots) were among the
discoveries. The interpretation of the site remains unclear, a cultic or sacrificial function is debated most often. The
cave is 7 km long, whereby archaeological material appeared in the entrance part (‘Pfedsifi’ [entrance hall] and ‘Jizni
odbocka’ [southern branch]). During World War II, the cave was irretrievably damaged by laying a concrete floor in
the Entrance Hall. The site cannot be accessed year-round; guided tours for the public are being organized in May.

References: Podborsky 1993; MatouSek - Jenc - PeSa 2001; Sklenar - Sklenarova - Slabina 2002; Kos 2012.

Navigation point: N 49°18'27.89", E 16°41'39.72".

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/habruvka_bk_jeskyne_byci_skala
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Access map.

After Tomasek et al. 2015.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/habruvka_bk_jeskyne_byci_skala
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Detail of the renovated cave entrance.
Photo K. Sklenar, 2015.
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