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Kotary, Vyskov distr., Southern Moravia Region

Medieval castle Melice

(from the 1st half of the 14th cent. to the 1st half of the 15th cent.)

The medieval castle of Melice was an important administrative centre of the bishopric and of the episcopal
jurisdiction. It was erected by Bishop Jan Volek of Olomouc in the 1st half of the 14th century. The construction
stressed the prestige of the builders rather than the defensive function, which turned out to be fatal in the 1st half
of the 15th century, when it was conquered by Hussite soldiers. The first excavation was undertaken at the end of
the 19th and in the 1st half of the 20th centuries. The castle was entered by a 120-m-long outer ward, by an access
road with a bridge over the moat. The upper ward shows a four-winged layout and was protected by an up to 2.5-m-
thick wall. A chapel was situated at the north side. Gothic tiles from a pompous stove in the episcopal chamber on
the 2nd floor of the residential apartments count among the unique finds. The ruins are part of the Melice
educational trail, which includes historical and natural sights in the surroundings of Pustimér.

References: Zhanél 1967; Zhanél 1967; Zhanél 1971; Placek 2001.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/kotary_vy_hrad_melice
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Navigation point: N 49°20'04.44", E 17°02'08.24".

Map notes: A - lower ward; B - ditch; C - upper ward.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/kotary_vy_hrad_melice
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Access map.

After ToméaSek et al. 2015.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/kotary_vy_hrad_melice
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Site plan.

After Tomasek et al. 2015.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/kotary_vy_hrad_melice
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Outer buttress of the defence wall in the north-eastern part of the castle.
Photo T. Zeman, 2003.

Ground plan of one of the preserved rooms of the west castle.
Photo T. Zeman, 2003.

https://www.archeologickyatlas.cz/en/lokace/kotary_vy_hrad_melice
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View of Melice Castle from the west.
Photo T. Zeman, 2003.
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