
Kněždub, Hodonín distr., Southern Moravia Region

Prehistoric hillfort Šumárník

(1450 to the beginning of the 6th cent. BC)

The prehistoric hillfort of Šumárník (Early and Middle Bronze Age) was situated in a strategic position on a far-

distance trade route. Discovered already in the 1st half of the 19th century, it was first dated into the Middle Ages.

Only after the archaeological excavation in the 2nd half of the 20th century, with large areas exposed and a cross

section through the earthwork, the site was assigned to the Bronze Age and Hallstatt period. The fortified area

copies the outline of the hill and covers a surface of 2.2 ha. The fortification is composed of a 2-m-high earthwork,

on the north-east side a double earthwork. A depression found in the south-east part was interpreted as the

remains of a water reservoir. Today, the hill features an exhibition of wooden statues representing the ancient

inhabitants of the hillfort and a reconstruction of a guard tower.

References: Dohnal 2003; Sklenář–Sklenářová–Slabina 2002; Čižmář 2004.

Navigation point: N 48°51‘59.50“, E 17°23‘40.98“.
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Access map.

After Tomášek et al. 2015.
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Site plan.

After Tomášek et al. 2015.
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View of the earthwork of the hillfort.

Photo F. Kostrouch, 2014.

Aerial view of the hillfort.

Photo M. Bálek, 2000.
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