
Blatná, Strakonice dist., South Bohemian Region

Gold panning site

(12th–16th cent., possibly 200 BC-0)

Spoil heaps from gold panning activities (‘sejpy’ in Czech) in the chateau park (originally a game reserve) in Blatná.

Gold started to be extracted from the sands and gravels of the auriferous rivers in south Bohemia no later than in

the La Tène and the large number of gold artefacts of that period may prove it. The peak of gold panning in

Bohemia is dated to the period between the 12th and 16th centuries, and it definitely ceased to exist after the Thirty

Years´ War as unprofitable. Other goldwashing spoil heaps are found in the area around Blatná.

References: Kudrnáč 1971; Dreslerová a kol. 2003; Fröhlich 2006.

Navigation points: N 49°25'24.62", E 13°52'33.75". 

Map notes: A – chateau with moat; B – manmade mound dividing chateau park from road; C – isolated goldwashing

spoil heaps (outside the main area) covered by mature oak trees.
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Access map / site plan.

After Kuna et al. 2014.
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Závišínský stream with surrounding spoil heaps.

Photo D. Dreslerová, 2013.

Spoil heaps in the chateau park.

Photo D. Dreslerová, 2013.
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Spoil heaps in the chateau park.

Photo D. Dreslerová, 2013.

Historical picture of goldwashing spoil heaps at Žichovice in the second half of the 19th century.

After Fröhlich 2006.
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